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Bible Sunday 


Wecember 7th 


LL the Protestant churches of Amer- 
ica are requested by the American 
a Bible Society to set aside December 
7th as Bible Sunday. If this date is not con- 
venient for some churches, it is hoped that 
they will observe the occasion on some Sun- 
day near that time. The theme selected is 
“Every Man in His Own Tongue,” and our 
desire is to have presented to the Christian 
people of America the astounding and 
romantic achievements of the church in Bible 
translation. The facts have been carefully 
assembled and are presented in convenient 
form to assist pastors in the preparation of 
the material on this subject. It is hoped that 
the occasion may be widely observed in the 
churches and Sunday schools throughout the 
nation. Readers of the “Record” are re- 
quested to bring this matter to the attention 
of their pastors. Copies of the material 
which has been prepared, and which is more 
fully described on page 158, will be sent free 
upon request. 
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BOUT the Bible, there is this advantage, 
that whether we go to church or not, we 
ican carry it with us everywhere and make it 
jour constant companion. If, then, we neglect 
ithe Bible, the responsibility for so doing is en- 
Itirely our own. That the Bible is so neglected 
Icannot be denied. Most of us are too busy 
with other matters to find time to read the 
Bible, and we are content, therefore, with the 
iverses which the minister still includes in “the 
ipreliminaries,” as they are called, of public 
worship. What has alienated us from the 
[Bible is not an intellectual difficulty over its 
contents, but the paramount claim of the auto- 
mobile, the country club, and the making of 
money to pay for these things. 

| We are content, therefore, with an easier 
literature, and are much relieved in our minds 
lwhen learned or pretentious persons tell us 
jthat the Bible has ceased to be trustworthy, is 
jfull of errors, and may now be discarded. That 
‘comforting theory sets us free for golf on 
‘Sunday; and as we tramp around the links, 
we thoroughly approve of the latest scholar- 
iship. We need not learn the Bible any longer 
for ourselves, and we need not teach the Bible 
any longer to others. It is a most happy re- 
lease from reverence to God and service to 
man. And the sequel for society—for the 
Ination—for mankind? One wonders! 

It is possible that, in this mood, we under- 
estimate the Bible. Far be it from me to deal 
hastily with anyone who is troubled with 
doubts; but life is really too short for time to 
be wasted on what the Psalmist calls “the 
fool” who cannot or will not admit that the 
Bible is unique. That the Bible stands alone 
among books, is common ground with every- 
body who is anybody; and it is merely in pass- 
ing, therefore, that one mentions one or two 
illustrative facts. 

A hundred and fifty years ago, there was 
the French Revolution and an outburst of Ra- 
tionalism. Immediately there arose, for the 
first time, the Bible Societies, which translated 
this obsolete volume into every language, 
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Why Read the Bible 


We present here a chapter from the latest book by one of our Honorary Life Members, 
P. Whitwell Wilson, formerly a inember of Parliament and now residing in this country 
This book—A Layman’s Confession of Faith, 
published by Revell—as stunulating reading. 
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whether written or unwritten, on the face of 
the earth; and momentous have been the re- 
sults. In India and the East, the Bible is more 
read than any other book ever has been or 
ever will be; China alone has absorbed ninety 
million copies. Gandhi, the mystic, and Sun- 
Yat-Sen, the statesman, are both of them read- 
ers of the Bible. In earlier days, there may 
have been a time when, in English-speaking 
countries, a ruler could afford to be ignorant of 
the Bible; but with the progress of enlighten- 
ment, the Bible has become an essential, at any 
rate, in the English-speaking world. All re- 
cent Prime Ministers in Britain—Gladstone, 
Rosebery, Salisbury, Balfour, Asquith, Lloyd 
George, Bonar Law, and Baldwin—have been 
men of the Bible; and every recent American 
President—McKinley, Taft, Roosevelt, Wil- 
son, Harding, and Coolidge—has taken good 
care to be acquainted with the volume on which 
he swears his loyalty to the United. States. 
When H. G. Wells proposes to compile a new 
Bible, a popular magazine manages to market 
the idea for precisely one month; but, during 
that very month, the circulation of the old Bible 
exceeds that of the popular magazine. Then 
we have Conan Doyle suggesting a Bible with- 
out the Old Testament—which idea also lasts 
for one month, only to be followed by De 
Mille’s great film, “The Ten Commandments.” 

And when some one organizes a debate on 
the inspiration of the Bible, the newspapers 
report it and the radio broadcasts it as fully 
as the most sensational of international prize 
fights. 

In every generation there are similar evi- 
dences to the ineradicable fascination of the 
Bible. Scholars slay the Book, but it rises 
from the dead. And from all this it follows 
that the question to be answered on the Bible 
is essentially the same question that we must 
answer on Christ. Beyond dispute, he was 
the best Man, and beyond dispute, this is the 
best Book. Then, was the best Man, and is 
the best Book merely human or also divine? 
Is the Bible and is the Christ to be accepted as 
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the Word of God? Was the Man God in- 
carnate? Was the Book divinely inspired? 
That, in plain terms, is the issue. 

To this question on the Bible, three answers 
have been given: First, there are those who 
value the Bible as a supreme literature, in- 
spired by genius as other great literature is 
inspired; and that is so far, so good. Secondly, 
there are those who find the Bible to be more 
than other literature, however noble it be, and 
declare that the Bible contains the Word of 
God. And that goes further and is better. 
Thirdly, and my own belief is, that the Bible, 
consisting of sixty-six books written during 
fifteen centuries or more, and moulded and 
selected by the inspired piety of fifty genera- 
tions of worshipful people, is now to be trusted, 
for life here and hereafter, as wholly and in 
all its parts, the revelation of God to man, of 
man to himself, and of the universe to us who 
dwell within it. It was in that belief that 
they to whom I owe my being lived and died, 
leaving an example of faith and duty which I 
find to be indeed rare; and I have proved that 
belief myself by seeking in vain for any passage 
in the Bible which fails to yield an abundant 
harvest in mental stimulus, moral encourage- 
ment or spiritual satisfaction, for whatever 
time and thought I may have devoted to it. 

The difficulties in the Bible, as they are 
called, fall under three heads: First: the mir- 
acles; secondly: the mistakes; thirdly: the 
lapses in ethics. For the man who regards the 
Bible merely as literature, none of these offer 
any perplexity, because he takes the Bible no 
more seriously than he takes his Homer or his 
Shakespeare. For the man who says that the 
Bible contains the Word of God, the diffi- 
culties are, again, simplified, because whenever 
he encounters one, he can say that the passage 
in question is not part of God’s Word to him. 
If, then, you wish to skim the surface of life 
instead of soaring to its heights and peering 
into its depths, you can adopt a theory of the 
Bible which will enable much of the Scripture 
without troubling about the rest. Indeed, it is 
an abundant banquet that this Book provides; 
and no one, living or dead, has yet exhausted 
that illimitable and varied “bread of life.” Even 
for him who wishes to run as he reads, there 
is offered a choice of food. The fact that some- 
body announces a mistake in ethics in Exodus 
does not affect the Twenty-third Psalm. And 
the fate of the Gadarene swine need not can- 
cel the Sermon on the Mount. The Bible is 
like a tree which grew with the centuries, reach- 
ing forth its branches to greet God’s sun. Pick 
the fruit, then, which is nearest to hand. And, 
for the moment, do not worry about that which 
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seems to be beyond your reach. When yor 
have made that part of the Bible which yor 
can understand and enjoy your own, then if 
will be time enough to consider the rest. 

If, however, I am not myself content witk 
selected passages from the Bible, the reaso 
is, first and foremost, that in this matter 
must give due weight to the example of Jesus. 
who accepted his Bible as a whole. Our Lore 
lived in an era when the best in Greek and 
Roman literature was available. And yet his 
perfect character was nourished entirely on 
the Old Testament, which was his only library. 
In the prophecies of Isaiah, he heard the call 
to his public career. In the law of Moses, 
he found his defence against the Tempter. 
In the Book of Jonah, and indeed in Jonah’ 
whale itself, he discovered the sign of hi 
resurrection. And in the Sermon on th 
Mount, there is not an idea which you ma 
not trace to those ancient Hebrew Scriptures 
When our Lord talked with his friends, h 
did not enter into bitter argument over the in 
spiration and infallibility of the Bible. 
he said was “Search the Scriptures.” 
ye never read,’ he would ask, “what Davi 
did?” Did they not remember that in the be4 
ginning God created them male and female? 
If only they had known what was read to ther 
on the Sabbath day, they would have under. 
stood the Christ. It was not their opinions 6 
the Bible that he condemned, but their ignor 
ance of its pages. And this is the ignorane 
that confronts us today. 

At the University of Cambridge, when I wa 
an undergraduate, a number of us met ever 
week to read the Bible itself. All forms o 
faith and of doubt and of denial, then current 


dogmas nor our heresies. And an open Bible, 
openly discussed, was thus a part of what ha 
been called a liberal education. At Toynbe 
Hall, in East London, I have spent many an 
evening around the fireside, talking over the 
problems of life with men drawn from Eastern 
Europe and elsewhere, whose knowledge of 
English was imperfect and, in every such dis- 
cussion, it made all the difference that I was 
able to quote the Bible. For twenty years in 
England, my Sundays were devoted to teachin 
or addressing audiences of working men—fo 
the most part, actual trade-unionists—and 
again, waat I gave them was simply the Bible. 
Anyone who masters any part of the Bible fo 


himself has something of value to share with 
others. i 
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| Broadcasting the Scriptures 


OR several months the Board has been 

_ studying the advisability of utilizing the 
radio as a legitimate method for circulating 
he gospel truths. We have always spoken 
pf “sowing the Scripture broadcast.” It is 
put a step to speak of “broadcasting the Scrip- 
fures.” 
| In but one of our Agencies—the Pacific—has 


i 


t been found feasible to undertake this broad- 
casting of the Scriptures regularly. 


those in distant and lonely places, as well as 
from the multitudes in the busy marts of life, 
have poured in testimonials as to the value of 
the program. The messages going through the 
air come like a soothing, gladdening message 
from heaven itself. The regular program con- 
sists of ringing the chimes, reading of a por- 
tion of Scripture, and closing by again ringing 
the chimes. There are no explanations, no 
interruptions or comments. It is absolutely 
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ures in Spanish. 
francisco, read the Scriptures in English. 
First Line: 


Yokohama, Japan; Dr. 
‘treet Presbyterian Church. 


Second Line: 


ron, Elder 1 
Rev. Edward Watson, Superintendent Baptist Spanish 


Shortly after the opening of station KPO 
yy Hale Bros., Inc., in their big department 
store in San Francisco, they graciously under- 
‘ook the daily broadcasting of the Scriptures 
mmediately following the sending of the time 
signal at 12 o’clock noon. For over a year 
this has been kept up, and most enthusiastically 
sndorsed and supported by the religious work- 
ars of the city, by the public at large, and by 
the management of Hale Brothers themselves. 
All faiths, including Roman Catholics and 
Jews, have co-operated in the readings. From 
ul over the country, from shut-ins, from 
yrison cells, from the hospital rooms, and from 


Rev. A. H. Mellen, Secretary of the American Bible Society’s Mexico Agency, read the Scrip- 
Rev. J. P. Ruiz, pastor of the Spanish-speaking Presbyterian Church in San 


Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary American Bible Society; Mrs. A. Wesley Mell, Mrs. V. H. McCombs, of 
he Methodist Episcopal Spanish Missions; Mr. Marin, Hon. Garcia Huidobro, Consul General of Chili; Rev. A. H. Mellen, 
Secretary American Bible Society, Mexico City; Rev. J. P. Ruiz, Mr. Carlos U. Benedetti, formerly Consul of Colombia, 
Robert Irwin, Secretary Siam Agency; 


Mrs. Robert Irwin, Rev. James Reid, pastor Howard 


Mr. A. C. Deckelman, representative American Bible Society, Mr. Solis, Rev. A. C. Thompson, Super- 
ntendent Presbyterian Spanish Work, San Francisco, Mr. and Mrs. Ole Johnson, representatives American Bible Society, 
Mr. H. M. Boys, trustee California Bible Society, Mr. H. K. H. Mitchell, trustee California Bible Society, Mr. Joseph Ken- 
J. H. MacEachern, field secretary Western Division S. D. 
Missions, Oakland, Mrs. Bouick, missionary from Chili, Mr. Oscar 
Zimmerman, Superintendent Seaman’s Work, San Francisco Bay. 


A., Elder A. L. Baker, editor Signs of the Times, 


undenominational and non-sectarian, the read- 
ing being done by local and visiting ministers 
or workers of different faiths. 

A recent development of the program is that 
once a week, on Mondays, a Scripture lesson 
is read not only in English, but also in some 
other one language, usually this being done by 
some representative of that nationality at work 
in this country or some visitor available for 
the occasion. One week it is Spanish, the 
next week Yiddish, the next Polish, or some 
other language. Miss Foley, home teacher for 
the blind, recently read from the Scriptures 
in Braille, and her message bearing that per- 


RABBI HERMAN LISSAUER, TEMPLE BETH ISRAEL, 
BROADCASTING THE SCRIPTURES IN 
HEBREW AND ENGLISH 


Left to right: Miss Miller, Mrs. Miller, Bishop George A. 


Miller, Methodist Episcopal Church, Rabbi Lissauer, Mrs. 
Lissauer, Mr. Deckelman, representative of the American 
Bible Society, Miss Lissauer, Rev. A. H. Mellen, Secretary 
American Bible Society’s Mexico Agency, Rev. Robert Irwin, 
Secretary Siam Agency, Rev. A. Wesley Mell, Secretary 
Pacific Agency. 


sonal element was especially welcome to many 
of those who sit in darkness that are able to 
listen in at this hour. 


It was especially fitting that Paul’s address 
delivered on Mars Hill should have been read 
by the Rt. Rev. Sakovich, Archpriest of the 
Russian Greek Orthodox Church in San Fran- 
cisco. This weekly bilingual presentation is 
meeting with unusual publicity and favorable 
comment all over the country. 


Mr. Laughlin, manager of Hale Brothers, 


Inc., on January 17th, wrote to Secretary Mell, 
as follows: 


Bible Sunday 


S customary for many years past, the 
American Bible Society has prepared 
special material to aid pastors, Sunday-school 
superintendents, and others in the observance 
of Bible Sunday, which has been set this year 
for December 7th. It is likely, of course, that 
this date will not be convenient for all ministers 
or churches, and those who do not find it con- 
venient are urged to celebrate Bible Sunday at 
some more suitable time near that date. 

The general theme that has been selected, 
and for which material has been prepared, is, 
“Every Man in His Own Tongue.” Under 
this heading we have presented to the Chris- 
tian people of America the astounding and 
romantic achievements of the church in Bible 
translation. Three pieces of literature are 
available, without cost, to any pastor, Sunday- 
school superintendent or mission worker who 
desires to observe fittingly Bible Sunday. 
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As you know, last evening’s program signalize 
the end of the first year’s activity of our Radio Broad- 
casting Station KPO. Certain achievements of this 
station during the year seem to stand out in bold re- 
lief as the fulfillment of the vision of those who mad 
this station possible. The thousands of letters re- 
ceived from all over the western hemisphere, callin 
attention to the splendid undenominational, non-sec- 
tarian church services, conducted in this studio un- 
der the direction of the Church Federation of Sar 
Francisco, and the daily noonday readings from the 
Scriptures, inaugurated and so successfully conductec 
by yourself, if nothing further were considered, woul 
justify all our time, expense and efforts. We kno 
we speak for that great unseen congregation, in ex- 
tending our thanks, on this occasion, to the S 
Francisco religious leaders who joined their efforts 
in making these holy services possible. 


Then again, recently Mr. Laughlin said: 


The results have been most gratifying. I hay 
evidence that many thousands make it a daily prac- 
tice to tune in for this short midday service. W. 
have a noonday signal, chimes, and the reading. Only 
a few minutes are devoted to this short program, bu 
we consider it one of the outstanding activities of out 
station. This work has been handled so unselfisht 
and therefore so satisfactorily that we feel impell 
to urge all those who are equipped as we are to giv 
serious consideration to making this work a part o 
their daily broadcasting program. 


This trial has passed the experimental stage 
and demonstrates beyond question the practica- 
bility and advisability of enlarging upon this 
method of sending the holy words out to the 
public. It is most earnestly hoped that, in th 
very near future, arrangements may be per- 
fected with other stations throughout the coun- 
try, so that the broadcast, as well as the printed 


Word may reach every nook and corner of oun 
land. 


The first of these is a 16-page pamphlet, 12 
by 9 inches, under the title “Every Man in 
His Own Tongue.” It gives an account of thei 
romance of Bible translation from the earliest 
days down to the present time, with a list off 
770 languages and dialects into which transla 
tions have been made. Some of the chapte 
headings are as follows: “Some Difficulties! 
Met by Translators,’ “Concerning Some 
Translations,” “The Early Translations into 
English,” “Translations for Missionary Pur 
poses,’ “The Ancient Manuscripts.” It is a 
treatise on the subject of Bible translatior 
which ought to be in the hands of every pastot 
in America. Any reader of the Recorp can 
get a copy of this pamphlet, free, for hi 
pastor or for anyone else in his church who! 
will assume responsibility for the observance 
of Bible Sunday. _ 

The second piece of literature is in the form 
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of a chart, 25 by 36 inches in size. On this 
chart we have given an actual list of 770 lan- 
guages and dialects into which the Bible So- 
jcieties and other missionary workers have 
jtranslated the Bible. The whole Bible has been 
itranslated into 158 of these languages ; the New 
) Testament, into 142; Portions (at least one 
icomplete book), into 422; Parts (only chap- 
ters or verses), into 48. The Bible is unique 
in regard to the number of its translations. 
iThe second book in rank in this respect is 
Pilgrim's Progress,’ and, so far as can be 
learned, this has been translated into only 107 
languages or dialects. The display of these lan- 
iguages makes a very unusual chart, which will 
ibe of the greatest interest to congregations 
where Bible Sunday is observed; it will be of 
interest also to Sunday-school children. The 
(charts are available, without charge, to pastors 
sand other Christian workers who will agree to 
jsee that they are properly displayed. 


WENTY-TWO years ago, with the 
| Holy Spirit as my guide, I entered the 
wonderful temple of Christianity. I entered 
/at the portico of Genesis, walked down through 
‘the Old Testament art galleries, where pictures 
‘of Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joseph, Isaac, 
Jacob and Daniel hung on the wall. I passed 
‘into the music room of Psalms, where the 
‘Spirit swept the keyboard of nature until it 
‘seemed that every reed and pipe in God’s great 
organ responded to the tuneful harp of David, 
the sweet singer of Israel. I entered the cham- 
ber of Ecclesiastes, where the voice of the 
preacher was heard ; and into the conservatory 
of Sharon, and the Lily of the Valley’s sweet- 
scented spices filled and perfumed my life. 
I entered the business office of Proverbs, and 


‘then into the observatory room of the prophets, 
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There is also available a little pamphlet en- 
titled “John 3:16,” in which this famous verse 
of Scripture is displayed in more than twenty 
languages, with pen and ink sketches of scenes 
in the countries where these languages are 
spoken. These booklets are available in large 
quantities, without cost, for distribution on 
the occasion of Bible Sunday, and will be of 
the greatest interest not only to children, but 
to adult members of congregations. 

All of this material has been prepared for 
distribution, without cost, and we shall be very 
happy to have the readers of the Recorp write 
in for it; or else have them take the matter up 
with their pastors or missionary societies and 
have them send for it, officially, for use on 
Bible Sunday or at such convenient date as can 
be best devoted to that purpose. Requests for 
this material should be sent to the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New 
York. 


A Beautiful Tribute to the Bible 


By Rev. William A. Sunday, D.D. 


This beautiful tribute by one most widely known as “Billy Sunday” is fitting 
material for our pages 


where | saw telescopes of various sizes, pointed 
to far-off events, but all concentrated upon the 
bright and morning star. 

I entered the audience room of the King of 
kings, and caught a vision of his glory from 
the standpoint of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John, passed into the Acts of the Apostles, 
where the Holy Spirit was doing his work in 
the formation of the infant church. Then in- 
to the correspondence room, where sat Paul, 
Peter, James and John, penning their epistles. 
I stepped into the throne room of Revelation, 
where towered the glittering peaks, and got a 
vision of the King sitting upon the throne in 
all his glory, and I cried: 


All hail the power of Jesus’ name, 
Let angels prostrate fall, 

Bring forth the royal diadem, 
And crown him Lord of all! 


Passing It On 


| ROM a distant city we receive the follow- 
‘sing letter: 


Dear Friends: I am a poor orphan girl with no 
‘one to help me in any way and will you all please be 
so kind as to please send me a Bible. I do want this 
Bible verry bad indeed, but I am not able to pay for 
it and do please don’t turn me off because I am a poor 


orphan girl—do please send me a Bible with the chap- 
ters No. like this 12, 13, 14, 15, so I can easily find 
them, do please send me a Bible. I would be glad 
to pay you but have not the money and no way and 
no one to help me get it so please send me this Bible 
coars print with chapters No. like this 13, 14, 15, 
send at once. Yours wanting this Bible, 
REpsIeE CARTER. 
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This little orphan girl received her Bible, and 
in due season a very grateful reply came back, 
thanking us for the gift of the Bible. 

But that was only a beginning. 

This little friend came to believe that the 
American Bible Society is a limitless source 
of supply for all who, like her, “want this 
Bible ‘verry’ bad indeed.” So, ever since she 
received her Bible, she has apparently been 
going about her neighborhood in_ ever- 
increasing widened circles, searching out 
those who need the Scriptures, and frequent 
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letters are coming from this enthusiastic little 
worker, urging Bibles for this or that indigent 
or destitute person, until the opportunities are 
becoming somewhat of an embarrassment. At 
the same time, we rejoice in the unselfish de- 
votion of this little friend of the South that 
others may share her pleasure. 

Who could resist her latest appeal, “A ladie 
friend of mine who has bin to the hospital 
needs a Bible. Please send me just a Bible for 
her, just one Bible and one dozen little papers 
on How to Read the Bible.” 


The Indians and the Great Book 


At the suggestion of one of our generous Life Members, we publish this remarkable 
incident, told by the Rev. Egerton Young 


T Norway House, on a certain occasion, a 
number of Indians came into my room, 
noiselessly, after a fashion, so that the room 
was filled with them before I knew it. When I 
became aware of their presence, I asked 
whence they were: “From a journey of four- 
teen nights,” they replied. For they reckon 
distance by the number of nights they are de- 
layed to sleep. “We have got the Kessenay- 
chen—the Great Book—but we don’t under- 
stand it, although we can read it.” I thought 
they were joking; for the Indians cannot read, 
unless someone has taught them; and I knew 
from their account they must live far away 
from any missionary ; but I asked them, “From 
what missionary did you learn?” ‘We never 
saw a missionary nor a teacher.” 

I took down from my shelf our Bible, 
printed in the beautiful syllabic character for 
the Cree language, and opened to Genesis; 
they read it with ease and correctness. I 
turned the pages, and they read in many places. 


Notes and 


URING the summer, our Agency Secre- 

tary at Dallas, Texas, had the inspiring 
pleasure of filling an order for 10,000 copies 
of Scripture to be distributed by the Y. M. 
C. A. of Oklahoma City to the soldiers of the 
Oklahoma National Guard who were en- 
camped at Lawton, Oklahoma, in August. The 
Society furnished the Scriptures at cost of 
manufacture, and that cost was met by an 
anonymous donor responding to an appeal of 
the state secretary of the Oklahoma Young 
Men’s Christian Association. 


I was amazed, and asked them again where 
they lived. They described it to me; it was 
far away north of Hudson’s Bay, hundreds of 
miles from any missionary. Their hunting 
grounds, it seems, adjoin those of some Chris- 
tian Indians,—they cover great distances in 
hunting—“and,” continued my visitors, “we 
visited your Indians and found that they had 
the Kessenaychen. We got them to read it 
and then to teach it to us, and we were so 
pleased with it that we all learned to read it 
during the winter.” 

Every soul in the village of three hundred 
population had thus actually learned to read 
the Bible without ever having seen any white 
teacher; and having providentially come into 
possession of some copies that happened to be 
in the hands of the Hudson Bay Company’s 
agent, these heathen Indians had journeyed 
through the snows fourteen nights’ distance, 
that to them might be given instruction in the 
Book they had thus learned to love. 


Comments 


A RECENT number of the magazine pub- 
lished by the Cunard S. S. Line has in it a very 
interesting picture of Mr. E. Francis Hyde, 
President of the American Bible Society, whom 
they entitle “The Oldest Cunarder.” He is very 
much at home on the ships of this line, and 
receives from the officers and the company 
very great consideration. 

e e 

THE conditions in Shanghai caused the offi- 
cers in New York to cable to the Rev. Carleton 
Lacy, in charge of the China Agency, concern- 


i 


| 
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ii ng the situation. A cable received from him 
intimates little anxiety as far as the affairs in 
Shanghai are concerned, but states that the 
icirculation for the year will probably be some- 
what less than that of last year. 

e e 


THE Society at home is unusually happy 


fon furlough and for other reasons, of four of 
Hits Foreign Agency Secretaries, as forecast in 
jthe August REcorD. 

i Lhe Rev. Arthur C. Ryan, in charge of the 
jwork in the Levant, with its headquarters in 
)Constantinople, arrived for a year’s furlough 
‘only a few weeks ago and is at home with his 
\family in Riverside, Illinois. 

| Mreeand Mrs. Hugh—C. Tucker, of the 
Agency in Brazil, arrived on the 15th of Sep- 
tember and are visiting with their daughter 
jand her husband and their grandchildren in 
Indianapolis. 

| The Rey. Paul Penzotti is returning early 
lin October to his headquarters at Buenos Aires 
jin the Argentine, from which he superintends 
[the work of the Society in the La Plata 
| Agency, covering a very large part of South 
America. A reunion of brothers and sisters 
}and their children was recently held in Detroit. 
His father, the Secretary Emeritus of the La 
Plata Agency, one of the most beloved mis- 
sionaries in Latin America, has been at the 
Bible House in Buenos Aires almost every day 
| during the absence of his son. 

Rey. A. H. Mellen is now on his way to the 
headquarters in New York, where we expect 
to see him during October. He will then re- 
turn later to the care of the Agency in Mex- 
ico. 


Tue Rev. George A. Miller, D.D., first to 
be chosen a bishop at the General Conference 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, held in 
May, 1924, has had special connection with, 
and rendered special service to, the American 
Bible Society. Not only has he been a loyal 
friend of the Society and a valued advisor of 


the Agency Secretaries, at whose headquarters 


he was stationed by his denominational assign- 
ments, but he himself acted as Agency Secre- 
tary for brief periods during the absence of 
the Secretaries; first in the Philippines, again 
in the Pacific Agency, and later in the Carib- 
bean Agency. With his many friends, we 
welcome him to his enlarged responsibilities 
and wish him the joy of large service therein. 
e e 


One of the most important undertakings of 
the American Bible Society has been the te- 
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at present in the presence in the United States, 
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vision of its translation of the Zulu Bible. This 
has taken many years, and the work of pub- 
lishing it was completed only last spring. Ad- 
vance copies were sent to Natal, South Africa, 
to the translator, the Rev. James Dexter Tay- 
lor, D.D. A letter recently received from him 
says: 

It gives me great pleasure to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the packages containing the Revised Zulu 
Bible. The leather-cover edition is a beauty to the 
eye and a joy to handle. The clothbound copies are 
also neat and of a good shape for handling. You can 
perhaps imagine my satisfaction at seeing the results 
of almost fifteen years of labor in its completed state. 

You will be interested to know that your letter 
announcing the posting of these copies reached me 
during our Annual Meeting, and that when I made 
the announcement to the Mission a special vote of 
congratulation to me on this consummation of my 
fifteen years of labor was passed, and the Mission 
rose spontaneously and joined in the singing of the 
Doxology. It is a great joy to us all to see this work 
in its completed form. 


A CABLE from the American Friends Mis- 
sion at work in East Africa, calling for a new 
edition of the Gospels in Luragoli, which were 
only published in 1921, has been received, 
showing the demand. This is encouraging. 


A NEW price list has been issued by the 
American Bible Society. It shows both re- 
ductions and increases over previous prices, 
but on the whole the result is a reduction. In 
English, the popular Minion Bible has been 
reduced from 54 to 53 cents, and the binding, 
through better quality, is more durable. Re- 
duction from 50 cents to 41 cents has also 
been made in the Nonpareil New Testament 
on fine paper, and in the American Standard 
Revised Testament and Psalms. Without 
mentioning further details, it may be said that 
the total price of 38 English books we manu- 
facture is now $46.66, as against $51.11 in 
1922. Considerable reductions have been made 
in the French, Portuguese, and Spanish Testa- 
ments, and Testaments and Psalms. By 
changing the plates and the method of prepar- 
ing the edition, our cheapest Spanish Testa- 
ment has been reduced from 26 to 17 cents. 

This should aid the work in South America 
very materially. The new price lists are avail- 
able on application. 


A SPECIALLY bound copy of the Spanish 
Bible in large type was prepared and presented 
by the American Bible Society through its 
representative and other Christian workers in 
Santo Domingo, to President Horacio Vas- 
quez on the occasion of the turning over to 
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him and the Dominican Republic of the gov- 
ernment by the American forces. 


THE anniversary of the earthquake in Japan 
occurred on the lst of September, and it is 
encouraging to state that considerable progress 
has been made in the rehabilitation of the 
stocks of Scriptures destroyed at Yokohama. 
Something has been done also toward making 
new plates to take the place of those that were 
in a moment changed into a molten mass of 
metal and ashes. It has been a year of very 
unusual burdens, especially for the Secretaries 
of the Japan and Philippine Agencies. The 
program of restoration is almost complete in 
China and Siam. It will take another year 
at least before the rehabilitation will be com- 
pleted in Japan, and particularly in the Philip- 
pines. Perhaps the greatest loss of all in the 
earthquake was the complete destruction of the 
plates of all the Philippine versions. 


By the end of the year a full statement will 
be made of what has been accomplished and 
of the generous gifts which have been re- 
ceived to make this possible. While it is im- 
practicable to give a full statement now, a word 
of encouragement to all who have so gener- 
ously helped is due as this anniversary has 
come around. 
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Apropos of the conference at Montevideo, 
plans for which are engaging earnest thought 
and preparation by friends of Christian work 
in Latin America, we take pleasure in an- 
nouncing that a new depository is to be opened 
next to the fine Methodist church in that city. 
Mr. Paul Penzotti, in reporting the fact, 
writes : 

A young man is building a house and has offered a 
small room for $15 a month, where we will be able 
to have a good display of books without having to 
employ anyone. Our sub-Agent in that city will look 
after the place. This makes three depositories that 
we have in our Agency. I hope to be able to open 
one in Asuncion, Paraguay, in the near future. 

e 

AN earnest Presbyterian elder has asked 
some questions, which have been the subject of 
editorials in various religious papers. Some 
of the questions as thus reported are: How 
many of the clergy spend an hour a day on 
their needs?—What would be the effect on 
Christianity, if this practice were begun here 
and now?—What would be the effect on the 
laity, if they knew that the clergy were spend- 
ing an hour a day on their needs in an agony 
of supplication to God for support and guid- 
ance?—Would it not be the means of starting 
prayer in the homes of their congregations— 


the establishing of the family altar from one 


end of the country to the other? 


The Bible 


By Rev. J. B. Thomas 


ie is worth more than the gold of Ophir, 
And more than the Emerald fair; 
And even the priceless Ruby 
Can never with it compare. 
The Amethyst, the Pearl, and the Diamond 
Are rich in varied degrees; 
But this book that to us is given 
Is worth more than any of these. 


This book is a book of history, 

And rich prophecies we find therein; 
It reveals the bright shiny pathway, 

It pictures the broadway of sin; 


My Go 
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Its language transcends in beauty 
Any other words of tongue or of pen; 
‘Tis a book that demands your attention, 
So read it again and again. 


It tells us of God the Father, 
And of the Holy Spirit as well; 
And God the Son his praises 
Both saints and angels tell. 
It tells us of hell and of heaven, 
God’s love and God’s wrath we see; 
It shows how through Christ every sinner 
Can be safe through eternity. 


Mine 


By Rev. R. T. Cross 


I HAVE hunted on many a mountainside, 
in many a canyon and on many a miners’ 
dump heap for crystals and precious stones, 
and have been rewarded by many a rich find. 
With a group of young boys from my Sunday 
school, I hunted one day in a deep, winding, 
steep-walled canyon near Manitou, Colorado, 


for a genuine cave, one with stalactites and 
stalagmites, with winding passageways and 
great rooms, with sparkling walls and translu- 
cent curtains of stone. Almost before we knew 
it we found just such a cave, a cave for the 
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privilege of seeing which admiring tourists — 


gladly pay tens of thousands of dollars, 
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I have roamed over grassy mountain up- 
lands, through hidden glades among the hills, 
and over wide prairies, in search of rare and 
beautiful wild flowers, and have seen such 
'wondrous displays of them, singly, in thick 
clusters, and in vast far-stretching fields, as 
brought tears of joy to my eyes and doxologies 
of delight to my lips. 

I recall those finds with great joy; but bet- 
ter than all of them was a find that I made 
many years ago of a wonderfully rich gold 
mine. To use a phrase of the miners in the 
mining region where I lived many years, “It 
was rich from the grass roots down.” There 
was pure gold shining on the surface, there 
were flakes of gold in the loose soil, there were 
nuggets of it in the coarse ground, there were 
octohedral crystals of gold, wire gold and leaf 
gold in the cavities of the quartz rock. 

On that gold mine I lived. It fed and 
clothed me and my family and many of my 
friends through many years. As the years 
passed, I spent much time in exploring the 
mine and in giving choice specimens from it 
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to friend and foe. There were streaks of sand 
and clay and surface loam mixed with the 
grains and nuggets of gold on the surface. 
But they were easily laid aside, and the gold 
was easily recognized. 

Many people came to see the mine. Some 
were very scornful of it and critical. They 
prophesied that it would soon peter out, as 
many mines do; but it never has as yet in 
nearly three-fourths of a century. They tell 
me that the ledge of rock in which it is found 
is a coarse and useless rock, but I have found 
veins of gold even in that rock. They tell me 
that my mine will be discarded when some 
richer mine is found. If so, I shall be glad 
for those who find the richer mine. 

Gold mines are generally named. One friend 
found a gold mine and named it “Seek no 
farther.’ Another named his mine “Good 
enough for me’—good names if truly named. 
I could truthfully have given both of those 
names to my mine; but I found that it already 
had a name, and so I call it by its everlasting 
and imperishable name—The Word of God. 


Good Use of the One-cent Gospels 


Episcopal Cathedral, San 
Francisco, California, 
made good use of our 
one-cent Gospels during 
the last Lenten season. 
Printing on the cover of 
the Gospel of Matthew 


ST. MATTHEW | 


Gext of 


Quiet Calks the statement shown in the 
accompanying cut, he used 
on the them at the Cathedral. To 
Sermon on the Mount Mr. Mell, our Agency 
Secretary in California, he 

hy the Bean wrote : 


“T am happy to be able 
to state that we found the 
Penny Gospel according to 
St. Matthew most useful 
in connection with our 
publicity, when a course of 
lectures was given in our 
| Cathedral on the Sermon 

on the Mount. These little 

Gospels were handed to 
the congregation at the church door, and also mailed to our constituents. I have reason to believe 
that much good was done in this way. We used about 1,000 of them.” 


at the Hour o'clock 
Besper Service in 


race GQ athedral 


FULL SIZE FACSIMILE VERY REV. J. WILMER GRESHAM 
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A Vacation Trip 


By Rey. J. L. McLaughlin, D.D. 


NE oi the easiest things in the world is to 

become provincial ; and possibly no other 

place is easier for that than in a great city. In 

the routine of daily life, one is apt to lose 
sight of the problems beyond. 

For some time I had felt a call to come in 
closer touch with the men on the field, and to 
renew the contact with the great stretches of 
our country; so, partly in obedience to this im- 
pulse and partly as a matter of business, I de- 
cided to forego the pleasures of the mountain 
camp or the beach resort for a vacation, and 
spend it on such a visitation trip. 

Leaving New York via auto, we drove out 
through Pennsylvania, visiting the famous 
battlefield at Gettysburg, then on through the 
matchless scenery of the Cumberland Moun- 
tains by way of the Dixie Trail. From there 
our route was through the great, rich Ohio, 
Indiana and Illinois valleys and across the 
Mississippi into Iowa. It was a wonderful 
trip at a time when nature is at her very best 
in beauty and in full fruition. Leaving the 
car in lowa we took the train on over the vast 
west prairie expanse and the mighty Rockies 
to the Pacific coast. One fascination of this trip 
centered in the marriage festivities of a near 
relative, at Palo Alto, Calif. This was a most 
delightful occasion. Here we met old and new 
friends whom we had not seen for several 
years. 

From here, our journey led southward 
through that wonderful California land to the 
“City of the Angels,” Los Angeles, and from 
thence back eastward, via the Southern route, 
through Texas and up to Iowa, where we 
picked up the car and motored back to New 
York City, making a total of 3,000 miles by 
auto and 6,000 by train, stopping from six to 
forty-eight hours at nine principal centers and 
a shorter time at several other places. This 
was enough to pack the twenty-six days con- 
sumed in the trip to the uttermost limit. They 
were twenty-six days full of thrilling and in- 
teresting experiences. It would take volumes 
to tell of the scenery, the rolling plains, the 
piled-up mountains, the stretches of the ocean, 
etc. Much could be said of the richness of 
the country traversed and of the immensity of 
our land with which one is impressed in such 
a trip. It gives an idea of the bigness of God’s 
creation that one is apt to lose sight of even 
in a great city where things are only described 
as “greatest,” “biggest,” “largest,” and in 
similar terms. 


The most thrilling part of the trip was the 
meeting of our Agency Secretaries in their own 
native haunts. This we did at Philadelphia, 
Cincinnati, Chicago, Denver, San Francisco, 
and Dallas. It was vacation time, but they 
were on the job. Vacation time is frequently 
the best time for Bible work, as in summer 
institutes, training schools, camps, etc., there 
is always a great demand for the Scriptures. 
It is fortunate, indeed, that each one of our 
Secretaries seems to be moulded in a plan of his 
own. This individuality is stamped on the 
work of the Agency; so that, while all are do- 
ing the same work, there is a distinct individ- 
uality about each Agency that is characteristic 
of itself. Meeting the men one after another 
seemed to round them all out into such a co- 
ordinated force, that it was an inspiration to 
be with them and come into this close personal 
contact with them on their own ground. One 
and all, their enthusiasm is contagious. 

Each separate Agency has its individual 
problems ; but all can be summed up under the 
great need for larger means to meet the tre- 
mendous demands upon the available resources. 
It is a country of wide stretches, of a popula- 
tion not closely tied to any one locality, which, 
in moving about all too frequently, gets out of 
touch with things religious. It is the obliga- 
tion resting upon-the Bible Society and its rep- 
resentatives to see that these vast stretches and 
these scattered peoples are kept in touch with 
the Word. It is a tremendous undertaking, 
enough to stagger the hearts of the most cour- 
ageous and challenge the efforts of the strong- 
est. 

Space will not permit details, but could 
you have been with us when we visited the 
manager of the broadcasting station in San 
Francisco, and imbibe some of this enthusiasm 
for the broadcasting of the Scriptures, you 
could well have understood our Secretary’s en- 
thusiasm for that unique plan to spread the 
Word. Could you have been with us, visiting 
some of the splendid Christian laymen so ac- 
tive in personal distribution of the Scriptures 
in and about Dallas, you could readily have 
understood our Southwestern Agency Secre- 
tary’s enthusiastic plans for a large and more 
thorough organized effort to sow down that 
area with the printed Word. 

From his office on the eighth floor of the 
Railroad Building in Denver, our Secretary 
of the Western Agency looks out over the in- 
spiring Rockies, out toward the nine states, 
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which, if he were to start to visit, stopping 
but an hour in each city or sizable village, 
it would take him four years to get around. 
We found our Secretary in Cincinnati just 
at the close of a session with his Board of 
Directors of the Cincinnati Young Men’s Bible 
Society. Although these “young men” are all 
over eighty years of age, the president being 
above ninety, they well represent that splen- 
did organization that for so many years 
has been such a strong help to the American 
Bible Society in the Central Agency. At 
Philadelphia we found our Secretary rejoic- 
ing in the spick and span, newly painted in- 
| side and out, Bible House, property of the 
Pennsylvania Bible Society and headquarters 
for the Bible work in that great city. It is a 
wonderful location in the very heart of the 
city and well adapted to the work. 

Could you have visited with us the office of 
the Chicago Agency, you would have under- 
stood as in no other way the magnitude of the 
task of the American Bible Society in meeting 
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the situation in that great metropolis and out- 
lying area with the meager equipment and 
means on hand. All along the line it is simply 
a case of making the meager means go as far 
as possible. Do the best we can on every side, 
we are confronted by the appalling situation of 
a task only partially fulfilled. It is not reason 
for discouragement, but an inspiration for re- 
newed efforts that all working together with 
the common aim may be able to accomplish 
greater results. 

All told, it was a most strenuous vacation 
trip. In order to make the round, it took day 
and night travel and every minute planned for; 
but it was well worth all it cost in time and 
energy, and we returned to the office renewed 
in spirit and with a closer sense of apprecia- 
tion for the tremendous problems concerning 
those engaged in the active field work of the 
Society. After all, that is the supreme task of 
the Society—the placing of the Scriptures in 
the hands of the people in our own land and 
the world over; all else is incidental. 


of the Word 


What a Spoiled and Dirty Testament Could Do 


By Robert Bergling, Hoyang, Shensi, China 


ECENTLY we have had the pleasure of 

making closer acquaintance with an old, 
well-to-do Chinese gentleman and farmer. The 
head of a family of thirty persons, and owner 
of some business in this and a neighboring 
province, he, through a soiled and _ spoiled 
Testament, made up his mind to be a follower 
of the God and Saviour of which it speaks. 

It happened this way. While he was out 
walking one day he caught sight of a book 
lying in the dust, very dirty, torn, without 
cover, and without beginning and end. His old 
respect and reverence for the printed page 
caused him to pick it up, free it from dust, 
with the thought of taking it to an oven ata 
shrine, where printed pages are offered to the 
god of Literature; an act by which no small 
merit is supposed to be won by members of 
some religious sects. On the way there, he 
opened and looked at the book, became inter- 
ested, and decided to take it home for further 
perusal. 

The more he read, the more interested he 
became. As he began, doubtless through the 
interpretation of the Holy Spirit, to under- 
stand more of its contents, time after time he 
would call his large family together, and try 
to explain the Scriptures to them. All grown- 
ups in the family became interested, even his 


aged mother. And by her consent even the 
family idols were smashed and thrown in the 
dust. 

Not content with teaching his family, he 
began even to teach his neighbors. Then these 
explained to him that this was the doctrine 
which the foreigners in the nearest city, the 
city of Hoyang, preached; and they began 
to style him “the eater of the foreign religion.” 

When his mother, who was an_ earnest 
Buddhist, heard this, she became frightened, 
although she had listened most attentively be- 
fore to what her son had preached. When he 
wanted to go to the “Gospel Hall” to get bet- 
ter acquainted with the doctrine, she hindered 
him. Seeing his determination, however, to 
go to the “Gospel Hall,” she vehemently op- 
posed it and made him, as a filial son, promise 
her not in her lifetime to make any acquaint- 
ance with the foreigners. 

True to his promise as a loyal son, he kept 
away from us for over two years, though not 
from the fragments of his New Testament. 
In April of this year his mother died, and in 
the beginning of May she was buried. Imme- 
diately upon this he came to us, has ever since 
taken part in all our Sunday services, and is 
already looked upon by us as a very hopeful 
candidate for our next baptism. 


166 


ENTION was made in the September 
Recorp of the dispatch of 5,000 French 


New Testaments to the Bible Society of 


from E. S. Ford, treasurer of the Church 
on the Rue de Berri, with the single state- 


th lI pelluceduawe 


“ SIEGE SOCIAL: 29, Boulevard Haussmann, PARIS 
‘ 


Serie 


France. A complimentary gift from France 
for the world work of our Society happily and 
fittingly can be recorded. The cheque repre- 


oy LOU a lee ae 


? 
BisteE Socrety ReEcorD Volume 69 
A Cheque 
sented here came to the Treasurer in a letter 
| 
| 


g 


ment that it was for the work of the Society. 
Neither gift here mentioned was made with 
knowledge of the other. | | 
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ST. JOHN 3 


Jerusalem at the passover, 
in the feast day, many be- 
lieved in his name, when 
they saw the miracles 
which he did. 

24 But Jesus did not com- 
mit himself unto them, be- 
cause he knew all men, 

25 And needed not that 
any should testify of man; 
for he knew what was in 
man. 

CHAPTER 3 
HERE was a man of 
the Pharisees, named 
Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews: 

2 The same came to Jesus 
by night, and said unto 
him, Rabbi, we know that 
thou art a teacher come 
from God: for no man can 
do these miracles that thou 
doest, except God be with 
him. 


3 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Verily, ver- 
ily, I say unto thee, Except 
a man be born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of 
God. 

4 Nicodemus saith unto 
him, How can a man be 
born when he is old? can 
he enter the second time 


into his mother’s wom! 
and be born? 

5 Jesus answered, V 
verily, I say unto thee, Ei 
cept a man be born of wa- 
ter and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the king- 
dom of God. : 

6 That which is born 0} 
the flesh is flesh; and thai 
which is born of the Spirit 
is spirit. a 

7 Marvel not that I said 
unto thee, Ye must 
born again. 


goeth: so is every one t 
is born of the Spirit. } 

9 Nicodemus answered 
and said unto him, Hoy 
can these things be? 

10 Jesus answered and 
said unto him, Art thou 
a master of Israel, and 
knowest not these things? 

11 Verily, verily, I say un- 
to thee, We speak that we 
do know, and testify that 
we have seen; and ye re- 
ceive not our witness. 

12 If I have told you 
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